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CODES OF CONDUCT
The following Codes of Conduct have been released as part of the FA Respect
There are Codes of Conduct for Players, Coaches, Team Officials and
Spectators. The Herefordshire Junior Football League fully supports all of the
asks all Member Clubs to obey them so everyone especially the players are
enjoy the best game in the world.

Campaign.
Parents /
Codes and
allowed to

Code of Conduct: Young Players
It is important everyone behaves themselves when playing football.
As a player, you have a big part to play. That's why The FA is asking every player to
follow a Respect Code of Conduct.
When playing football, I will:

x
x
x

Always do my best, even if we're losing or the other team is stronger
Play fairly - I won't cheat, complain or waste time
Never be rude to my team-mates, the other team, the referee, spectators or my
coach/team manager

x
x
x
x

Do what the referee tells me
Shake hands with the other team and referee at the end of the game
Listen to my coach/team manager and respect what he/she says
Talk to someone I trust, for example my parents or the club welfare officer if I'm
unhappy about anything at my club.

1.

I understand that if I do not follow the code, action may be taken.

The captain's role
As your team's captain, you have a vital role to play in helping us achieve the
number one priority for footballers in The FA's biggest-ever survey of
grassroots football - a referee for every game.
Captain taking responsibility
As a captain, you have no special status or privileges under the Laws of the Game, but
you do have a degree of responsibility for the behaviour of your team.
To promote Respect, the referee will work with you, as the team captain, to manage the
players and the game effectively.

18

85405 HJFL League Handbook A5 2012-2013_Layout 1 02/08/2012 09:38 Page 19

Even if you are some way away from an incident when the referee feels he/she needs
you involved in a discussion with a player, the referee will call you over. This will ensure
that, as the team captain, you remain the point of contact for the referee.
How Captains can help to instil Respect:

x

Ensure you wear a Respect captain's armband - these will be provided by your
league to your club

x

Together with your opposition captain, make yourself known to the referee
before the game. He/she will ask if you are clear about your responsibilities

x

Ensure all your players understand what they can/cannot do in relation to the
referee and what is meant by 'unwanted behaviour'. No-one's trying to curb
enthusiasm - just instil more discipline. This can only benefit your match - and
football as a whole

x

Ensure your vice-captain (appoint one if you haven't got one) is aware of these
rules, in case you are unavailable for a game, or have to leave the field

x

Ensure every player in your team has signed the Respect Code of Conduct
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Code of Conduct: Parents/Spectators
We all have a responsibility to promote high standards of behaviour in the
game.
Play your part and observe The FA's Respect Code of Conduct for spectators and
parents/carers at all times.
I will:

x

Remain outside the field of play and behind the Designated Spectator Area
(where provided)

x

Never engage in, or tolerate, offensive, insulting or abusive language or
behaviour

x
x

Always respect the match officials' decisions
Applaud effort and good play as well as success

In addition, when attending youth games I will:

x
x

Remember that children play for FUN
Let the coaches do their job and not confuse the players by telling them what to
do

x
x

Encourage the players to respect the opposition and match officials
Never criticise a player for making a mistake -mistakes are part of learning

I understand that breaches of the code may result in action being taken by my
County FA and /or The FA
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Code of Conduct: Coaches
We all have a responsibility to promote high standards of behaviour in the
game.
Play your part and observe The FA's Respect Code of Conduct for coaches, team
managers and club officials at all times.
I will:

x

Show respect to others involved in the game including match officials,
opposition players, coaches, managers, officials and spectators

x
x
x
x
x
x

Adhere to the Laws of the Game
Display and promote high standards of behaviour
Always respect the match officials' decisions
Never enter the field of play without the referee's permission
Never engage in public criticism of the match officials
Never engage in, or tolerate, offensive, insulting or abusive language or
behaviour.

When working with players, I will:

x

Place the well-being, safety and enjoyment of each player above everything,
including winning

x
x

Explain exactly what I expect of players and what they can expect from me
Ensure the parents/carers of all players under the age of 18 understand these
expectations

x
x
x

Refrain from, and refuse to tolerate any form of bullying
Develop mutual trust and respect with every player to build their self-esteem
Encourage each player to accept responsibility for their own behaviour and
performance

x

Ensure all activities I organise are appropriate for the players' ability level,
experience, age and maturity

x

Co-operate fully with others in football (e.g. officials, doctors, physiotherapists,
welfare officers) for each player's best interests

I understand that breaches of the code may result in action being taken by my
County FA and /or The FA.
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The Football Association - A Code of Conduct for Football
Football is the national game. All those involved with the game at every level and
whether as a player, match official, coach, owner or administrator, have a responsibility,
above and beyond compliance with the law, to act according to the highest standards of
integrity, and to ensure that the reputation of the game is, and remains, high. This code
applies to all those involved in football under the auspices of The Football Association.
Community
Football, at all levels, is a vital part of a community. Football will take into account
community feeling when making decisions.
Equality
Football is opposed to discrimination of any form and will promote measures to prevent
it, in whatever form, from being expressed.
Participants
Football recognises the sense of ownership felt by those who participate at all levels of
the game. This includes those who play, those who coach or help in any way, and those
who officiate, as well as administrators and supporters. Football is committed to
appropriate consultation.
Young People
Football acknowledges the extent of its influence over young people and pledges to set a
positive example.
Propriety
Football acknowledges that public confidence demands the highest standards of financial
and administrative behaviour within the game, and will not tolerate corruption or
improper practices.
Trust and Respect
Football will uphold a relationship of trust and respect between all involved in the game,
whether they are individuals, clubs or other organisations.
Violence
Football rejects the use of violence of any nature by anyone involved in the game.
Fairness
Football is committed to fairness in its dealings with all involved in the game.
Integrity and Fair Play
Football is committed to the principle of playing to win consistent with Fair Play.
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THE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION
CHILD PROTECTION POLICY STATEMENT
Every child or young person who plays or participates in football should be able to take
part in an enjoyable and safe environment and be protected from abuse. This is the
responsibility of every adult involved in football. The Football Association recognises its
responsibility to safeguard the welfare of all children and young people by protecting
them from physical, sexual or emotional harm and from neglect or bullying. It is
determined to meet its obligations to ensure that those clubs and organisations providing
football opportunities for children and young people do so, to the highest possible
standard of care. (Appendix 1 - The Football Association Regulations)
These procedures apply to anyone in football whether in a paid or voluntary capacity. For
example, volunteers in clubs, club officials, helpers on club tours, football coaches and
medical staff. The Football Association will consider, having taken advice, whether
anyone who has a previous criminal conviction or caution for offences related to the
abuse of children or young people, violence or any sexual offences should be excluded
from working with children and young people. This position is re-inforced by U.K.
legislation and guidance.
The Herefordshire Junior Football League incorporates all aspects of The Football
Association Child Protection Policy into its own Constitution, Rules and Regulations.

Herefordshire Football Association
Child Protection Officer
V E LAMBERT
County Ground Offices
Widemarsh Common, Hereford HR4 9NA
Tel: 01432 342179

The Football Association / NSPCC Child Protection Helpline
0808 800 5000
24 Hours ± Confidential
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